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1 . E/C COUNSELOR CALLED ON DATO ALI BIN ABDULLAH, DIRECTOR 
GENERAL FOR ASEAN, MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS. DATO ALI SAID THE 
COMPOSITION OF THE MALAYSIAN DELEGATION TO MANILA HAD STILL NOT 
BEEN SETTLED AS IT AWAITED THE OUTCOME OF THE PATTAYA TALKS. 

HE COULD SAY, HOWEVER, THAT THE MALAYSIAN DELEGATION WOULD BE 
HEADED BY THE MINISTER OF PRIMARY INDUSTRIES, DATO MUSA HITAM. 

AS DATO MUSA IS PLANNING ON LEAVING MANILA FOR A TRIP TO THE US 
ON THE AFTERNOON OF SEPTEMBER 9, MALAYSIA HAD REQUESTED THAT 
AGENDA ITEM 6B, COMMODITIES, BE DISCUSSED BEFORE THEN. 
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2. DATO ALI SHOWED E/C COUNS A COPY OF A NOTE FROM THE PHILIPPINE 
EMBASSY TO THE MFA SETTING FORTH THE INTERESTS MENTIONED IN REFTEL 
AND REQUESTING THAT THE COMMUNICATION BE IMMEDIATELY TRANSMITTED 
TO MALAYSIA'S ECONOMIC MINISTERS ATTENDING THE MEETING IN PATTAYA. 
HE ASKED WHETHER THE REFERENCE TO "SPECIFIC ISSUES EMERGING FROM 
CIEC" MEANT US/ASEAN ISSUES OR BLOGAL ISSUES. IF IT MEANT THE 
LATTER, HE DID NOT SEE WHY THE MATTER SHOULD BE TAKEN UP IN THE 
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CONTEXT OF US/ASEAN CONSULTATIONS. THE E/C COUNS POINTED OUT THAT 
THE NORTH-SOUTH DIALOGUE HAD ALREADY BEEN LISTED ON THE AGENDA 
AND WAS A GLOBAL ISSUE. DATO ALI ACCEPTED THIS BUT SAID THE DISCUSSION 

WOULD HAVE TO BE PRELIMINARY AS MALAYSIA HAS NOT HAD THE OPPORTUNITY 
TO FOCUS ON THE QUESTION OF "WHICH FUNCTIONAL FORUMS ARE BEST 
SUITED TO CONTINUING THE WORK." 

3. REGARDING SUBJECTS OF INTEREST TO MALAYSIA, DATO ALI SAID THAT 
OBVIOUSLY COMMODITIES WERE OF THE GREATEST IMPORTANCE. HE MADE A 
HUMOROUS REFERENCE TO THE FACT THAT MALAYSIA WAS HAPPY THAT US 
POLICY WAS CHANGING IN THIS AREA SINCE AS FAR AS MALAYSIA IS 
CONCERNED IT IS IMPROVING. REGARDING DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION, 

DATO ALI SAID THAT MALAYSIA WAS NOT HAPPY ABOUT HAVING THE SUBJECT 
ON THE AGENDA BECAUSE IT FELT THAT LITTLE COULD BE ACCOMPLISHED 
BUT THAT ATTENTION WOULD BE DISTRACTED FROM OTHER SUBJECTS 
WHICH WERE OF GREATER IMPORTANCE. NEVERTHELESS, HE SAID ASEAN 
WOULD BE ASKING THE US TO CONTRIBUTE IN LARGER AMOUNTS TO THE ADB 
AND OTHER DEVELOPMENT BANKS. DATO ALI SAID THAT ASEAN ALSO 
PLANNED TO PROPOSE THE FORMALIZATION OF THE ASEAN/WASHINGTON 
COMMITTEE. 

4. DATO ALI SAID THAT THE ASEAN DELEGATION WAS PLANNING ON 
GIVING A MEMORANDUM TO THE US DELEGATION ON SEPTEMBER 7 WHICH 
WILL PRESENT ASEAN'S POSITIONS ON ISSUES AND WILL ASK THE US 

TO RESPOND TO IT DURING THE TALKS. THEY ALSO PLAN TO PRESENT A 
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DRAFT COMMUNIQUE, AS IS THEIR NORMAL PROCEDURE, EARLY IN THE 
DISCUSSIONS. HE COMMENTED THAT THEY CONCEIVED OF THE CONSULTATIONS 
BEING CONDUCTED ON A VERY FORMAL BASIS WITH ROMULO BEING THE 
SPOKESMAN FOR THE ASEAN GROUP AND OTHER MEMBERS SPEAKING ONLY 
AFTER HE RECOGNIZED THEM. HE SAID THAT THIS WAS THE TECHNIQUE 
THAT THEY HAD USED IN THEIR TALKS WITH THE JAPANESE AND THEY 
THOUGHT IT WOULD BE MOST APPROPRIATE WITH THEIR FIRST MEETING 
WITH THE US. LATER ON IT MIGHT BE POSSIBLE TO HOLD THE MORE 
INFORMAL "KNOCK DOWN DRAG OUT" TYPE OF NEGOTIATION WITH THE US 
THAT ASEAN RECENTLY HELD IN ITS TALKS WITH AUSTRALIA/NEW ZEALAND. 

5. FINALLY, DATO ALI MADE IT CLEAR THAT, AT LEAST AS FAR AS 
MALAYSIA WAS CONCERNED, IT WAS UNDERSTOOD THAT IN TALKING 

TO THE US THEY WERE DEALING WITH A COUNTRY WITH GLOBAL INTERESTS 
AND THAT ASEAN REPRESENTS ONLY ONE "PRESSURE GROUP." E/C COUNS 
ASSURED HIM THAT AS FAR AS THE US WAS CONCERNED ASEAN IS A 
VERY IMPORTANT "PRESSURE GROUP". 

MILLER 
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